IN THE CLAIMS : 



1 to 33. (Canceled) 

34. (Currently amended) An image formation system including a color 
image formation apparatus and a black-and-white image formation apparatus, the image 
formation system comprising: 

a color image forming section provided in the color image formation 
apparatus, for forming a color image; 

a black-and-white image forming section provided in the black-and-white 
image formation apparatus, for forming a black-and-white image; 

a determining section for determining whether each of pages in an input job 
in which both a color page and a black-and-white page exist is a color page or a 
black-and-white page; 

a controller for controlling the color image forming section to form an 
image for the color page and controlling the black-and-white image forming section to 
form an image for the black-and-white page according to the determination result of the 
determining section; and 

a selecting section for selecting one of a first mode and a second mode, the 
first mode being a mode in which, in a case where both a color page and a black-and-white 
page are to be formed on a single sheet, images for all the pages to be formed on the single 
sheet are formed by the color image forming section, the second mode being a mode in 
which, in a case where both a color page and a black-and-white page are to be formed on a 
single sheet, an image for the color page to be formed on the single sheet is formed by the 
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color image forming section and an image for the black-and-white page to be formed on 
the single sheet is formed by the black-and-white image forming section, 

wherein the selecting section selects the first mode in a case where [[when]] 
sheets having images formed thereon beforehand by the color image forming section or t he 
black-and-whi t e image forming sec t ion are mixed without passing through the black-and- 
white [[an]] image forming section posi t ion , and selects the second mode in a case where 
[[when]] the sheets are mixed with af t er passing through the black-and-white image 
forming section posi t ion . 

35. (Previously presented) The image formation system according to 
Claim 34, further comprising: 

a merging path where sheets on which images are to be formed by the color 
image forming section or sheets on which images have been formed by the color image 
forming section, and sheets on which images are to be formed by the black-and-white 
image forming section or sheets on which images have been formed by the 
black-and-white image forming section merge; and 

a sheet feeder for feeding a sheet having an image formed thereon 
beforehand by the color image forming section or a sheet having an image formed thereon 
beforehand by the black-and-white image forming section to the merging path, 

wherein the selecting section selects one of the first mode and the second 
mode depending on the type of the sheet feeder used. 
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36. (Previously presented) The image formation system according to 



Claim 35, 

wherein the merging path is located at a position where the sheets on which 
images are to be formed by the color image forming section and the sheets on which 
images are to be formed by the black-and-white image forming section merge after 
completion of image formation, and 

wherein the selecting section selects the first mode when the sheet feeder 
that feeds a sheet to the merging path is used. 

37. (Previously presented) The image formation system according to 

Claim 35, 

wherein the merging path is located at a position where the sheets on which 
images are to be formed by the color image forming section or the sheets on which images 
are to be formed by the black-and-white image forming section merge before completion 
of image formation, and 

wherein the selecting section selects the second mode when the sheet feeder 
that feeds a sheet to the merging path is used. 

38. (Previously presented) The image formation system according to 
Claim 34, wherein the job in which both a color page and a black-and-white page exist is 
input from a computer connected to the image formation system. 
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39. (Previously presented) The image formation system according to 



Claim 34, wherein the job in which both a color page and a black-and-white page exist is 
input from a scanner connected to the image formation system. 

40. (Previously presented) The image formation system according to 
Claim 34, wherein the color image formation apparatus and the black-and-white image 
formation apparatus receive the same job. 

41. (Previously presented) The image formation system according to 

Claim 34, 

wherein the case where both a color page and a black-and-white page are to 
be formed a single sheet is one of a case where one side of a sheet having images formed 
on both sides thereof is a black-and-white page and the other side is a color page, 

wherein a case where both a color page and black-and-white page are 
imposed on a single sheet in saddle-stitch book binding, and 

wherein a case where both a color page and a black-and-white page exist in 
a single sheet in a reduced layout in which a plurality of reduced pages are arranged on a 
sheet. 



42. (Canceled). 

43. (Currently amended) A color image formation apparatus connected via 
a network to a black-and-white image formation apparatus including a black-and-white 
image forming section, the color image formation apparatus comprising: 
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a color image forming section for forming a color image on a sheet; 
a receiving section for receiving image information; and 
a selecting section for selecting one of a first mode and a second mode, the 
first mode being a mode in which, in a case where both a color page and a black-and-white 
page are to be formed on a single sheet, images for all the pages to be formed on the single 
sheet are formed by the color image forming section, the second mode being a mode in 
which, in a case where both a color page and a black-and-white page are to be formed on a 
single sheet, an image for only the color page to be formed on the single sheet is formed by 
the color image forming section, 

wherein the selecting section selects the first mode in a case where [[when]] 
sheets having images formed thereon beforehand by the color image forming section o r t he 
black-and-whi t e image forming section are mixed without passing through the black-and- 
white image forming section an image forming posi t ion , and selects the second mode in a 
case where [[when]] the sheets are mixed with after passing through the black-and-white 
color image forming section. 

44. (Previously presented) The color image formation apparatus according 

to Claim 43, 

wherein sheets on which images are to be formed or have been formed by 
the black-and-white image forming section provided in the black-and-white image 
formation apparatus, and sheets on which images are to be formed or have been formed by 
the color image forming section merge at a merging path. 
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wherein a sheet having an image formed thereon beforehand by the color 
image forming section or a sheet having an image formed thereon beforehand by the 
black-and-white image forming section is fed to the merging path by a sheet feeder, 

wherein the receiving section receives sheet feeder information indicating 
which sheet feeder is to be used, and 

wherein the selecting section selects one of the first mode and the second 
mode according to the sheet feeder information received by the receiving section. 

45. (Previously presented) The color image formation apparatus according 

to Claim 44, 

wherein the merging path is located at a position where the sheets on which 
images are to be formed by the color image forming section and the sheets on which 
images are to be formed by the black-and-white image forming section merge after 
completion of image formation, and 

wherein the selecting section selects the first mode when the sheet feeder 
that feeds a sheet to the merging path is used. 

46. (Previously presented) The color image formation apparatus according 
to Claim 45, wherein the sheet feeder is an inserter or a collator. 
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47. (Previously presented) The color image formation apparatus according 

to Claim 45, 

wherein the sheet feeder is provided in the black-and-white image 
formation apparatus, and is configured to feed the sheet having an image formed thereon 
beforehand by the color image forming section, 

wherein the color image formation apparatus further comprises a 
determining section for determining whether a received page is a color page or a 
black-and-white page based on the image information received by the receiving section, 
and 

wherein it is determined whether the received page is black-and-white or 
color according to the determination result of the determining section. 

48. (Previously presented) The color image formation apparatus according 
to Claim 45, wherein the sheet feeder is provided in the color image formation apparatus, 
and is configured to feed the sheet having an image formed thereon beforehand by the 
black-and-white image forming section, and the receiving section receives information 
indicating a color page or a black-and-white page, the color image formation apparatus 
further comprising: 

a sheet loading section for loading sheets; and 

a determining section for determining a color page or a black-and-white 
page based on the information received by the receiving section, 

wherein, when the determining section determines that only a 
black-and-white page is to be formed on a single sheet, the sheet having the 
black-and-white image formed thereon is fed by the sheet feeder, and 




when the determining section does not determine that only a 
black-and-white page is to be formed on a single sheet, a sheet is fed from the sheet 
loading section, and an image is formed on the sheet by the color image forming section. 

49. (Previously presented) The color image formation apparatus according 

to Claim 44, 

wherein the merging path is located at a position where the sheets on which 
images are to be formed by the color image forming section or the sheets on which images 
are to be formed by the black-and-white image forming section merge before completion 
of image formation, and 

wherein the selecting section selects the second mode when the sheet feeder 
that feeds a sheet to the merging path is used. 

50. (Previously presented) The color image formation apparatus according 
to Claim 49, wherein the sheet feeder is a hand feed unit. 

51. (Previously presented) The color image formation apparatus according 

to Claim 49, 

wherein the sheet feeder is provided in the black-and-white image 
formation apparatus, and is configured to feed the sheet having an image formed thereon 
beforehand by the color image forming section. 
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wherein the color image formation apparatus further comprises a 
determining section for determining whether a received page is a color page or a 
black-and-white page based on the image information received by the receiving section, 
and 

wherein it is determined whether the received page is black-and-white or 
color according to the determination result of the determining section. 

52. (Previously presented) The color image formation apparatus according 
to Claim 49, wherein the sheet feeder is provided in the color image formation apparatus, 
and is configured to feed the sheet having an image formed thereon beforehand by the 
black-and-white image forming section, and the receiving section receives information 
indicating a color page or a black-and-white page, the color image formation apparatus 
further comprising: 

a sheet loading section for loading sheets; and 

a determining section for determining a color page or a black-and-white 
page based on the information received by the receiving section, 

wherein, when the determining section determines that only a color page is 
to be formed on a single sheet, a sheet is fed from the sheet loading section, and an image 
is formed on the sheet by the color image forming section, 

when the determining section determines that only a black-and-white page 
is to be formed on a single sheet, the sheet having the black-and-white image formed 
thereon is fed from the sheet feeder, and 
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wherein, when the determining section determines that both a color page 
and a black-and-white page exist on a single sheet, the sheet is fed by the sheet feeder, 
after which an image for the color page is formed by the color image forming section. 

53. (Currently amended) A black-and-white image formation apparatus 
connected via a network to a color image formation apparatus including a color image 
forming section, the black-and-white image formation apparatus comprising: 

a black-and-white image forming section for forming a black-and-white 
image on a sheet; 

a receiving section for receiving image information; and 
a selecting section for selecting one of a first mode and a second mode, the 
first mode being a mode in which, in a case where both a color page and a black-and-white 
page are to be formed on a single sheet, no image is formed by the black-and-white image 
forming section, the second mode being a mode in which, in a case where both a color 
page and a black-and-white page are to be formed on a single sheet, an image for only the 
black-and-white page to be formed on the single sheet is formed by the black-and-white 
image forming section, 

wherein the selecting section selects the first mode in a case where [[when]] 
sheets having images formed thereon beforehand by the color image forming section or t he 
black-and-whi t e image forming sec t ion are mi xed without passing through the black-and- 
white [[an]] image forming section p osi t ion , and selects the second mode in a case where 
[[when]] the sheets are mixed with after passing through the black-and-white image 
forming section posi t ion . 
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54. (Previously presented) The black-and-white image formation apparatus 
according to Claim 53, 

wherein sheets on which images are to be formed or have been formed by 
the black-and-white image forming section, and sheets on which images are to be formed 
or have been formed by the color image forming section provided in the color image 
formation apparatus merge at a merging path; 

wherein a sheet having an image formed thereon beforehand by the color 
image forming section or a sheet having an image formed thereon beforehand by the 
black-and-white image forming section is fed to the merging path by a sheet feeder, 

wherein the receiving section receives sheet feeder information indicating 
which sheet feeder is to be used, and 

wherein the selecting section selects one of the first mode and the second 
mode according to the sheet feeder information received by the receiving section. 

55. (Previously presented) The black-and-white image formation apparatus 
according to Claim 54, 

wherein the merging path is located at a position where the sheets on which 
images are to be formed by the color image forming section and the sheets on which 
images are to be formed by the black-and-white image forming section merge after 
completion of image formation, and 

wherein the selecting section selects the first mode when the sheet feeder 
that feeds a sheet to the merging path is used. 
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56. (Previously presented) The black-and-white image formation apparatus 
according to Claim 55, wherein the sheet feeder is an inserter or a collator. 

57. (Previously presented) The black-and-white image formation apparatus 
according to Claim 55, 

wherein the sheet feeder is provided in the color image formation apparatus, 
and is configured to feed the sheet having an image formed thereon beforehand by the 
black-and-white image forming section, 

wherein the black-and-white image formation apparatus further comprises a 
determining section for determining whether a received page is a color page or a 
black-and-white page based on the image information received by the receiving section, 
and 

wherein it is determined whether the received page is black-and-white or 
color according to the determination result of the determining section. 

58. (Previously presented) The black-and-white image formation apparatus 
according to Claim 55, wherein the sheet feeder is provided in the black-and-white image 
formation apparatus, and is configured to feed the sheet having an image formed thereon 
beforehand by the color image forming section, the receiving section receives information 
indicating a color page or a black-and-white page, the black-and-white image formation 
apparatus further comprising: 

a sheet loading section for loading sheets; and 

a determining section for determining a color page or a black-and-white 
page based on the information received by the receiving section. 
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wherein, when the determining section determines that only a 
black-and-white page is to be formed on a single sheet, a sheet is fed from the sheet 
loading section, and an image is formed on the sheet by the black-and-white image 
forming section, and 

wherein, when the determining section does not determine that only a 
black-and-white page is to be formed on a single sheet, the sheet having the color image 
formed thereon is fed by the sheet feeder. 

59. (Previously presented) The black-and-white image formation apparatus 
according to Claim 54, 

wherein the merging path is located at a position where the sheets on which 
images are to be formed by the color image forming section or the sheets on which images 
are to be formed by the black-and-white image forming section merge before completion 
of image formation, and 

wherein the selecting section selects the second mode when the sheet feeder 
that feeds a sheet to the merging path is used. 

60. (Previously presented) The black-and-white image formation apparatus 
according to Claim 59, wherein the sheet feeder is a hand feed unit. 

61. (Previously presented) The black-and-white image formation apparatus 
according to Claim 59, 
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wherein the sheet feeder is provided in the color image formation apparatus, 
and is configured to feed the sheet having an image formed thereon beforehand by the 
black-and-white image forming section, 

wherein the black-and-white image formation apparatus further comprises a 
determining section for determining whether a received page is a color page or a 
black-and-white page based on the image information received by the receiving section, 
and 

wherein it is determined whether the received page is black-and-white or 
color according to the determination result of the determining section. 

62. (Previously presented) The black-and-white image formation apparatus 
according to Claim 59, wherein the sheet feeder is provided in the black-and-white image 
formation apparatus, and is configured to feed the sheet having an image formed thereon 
beforehand by the color image forming section, and the receiving section receives 
information indicating a color page or a black-and-white page, the black-and-white image 
formation apparatus further comprising: 

a sheet loading section for loading sheets; and 

a determining section for determining a color page or a black-and-white 
page based on the information received by the receiving section, 

wherein, when the determining section determines that only a 
black-and-white page is to be formed on a single sheet, a sheet is fed from the sheet 
loading section, and an image is formed on the sheet by the black-and-white image 
forming section, 
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wherein, when the determining section determines that only a color page is 
to be formed on a single sheet, the sheet having the color image formed thereon is fed from 
the sheet feeder, and 

wherein, when the determining section determines that both a color page 
and a black-and-white page exist on a single sheet, the sheet is fed by the sheet feeder, 
after which an image for the black-and-white page is formed by the black-and-white image 
forming section. 
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